
  

 

G'day 

Where are the three new community gardens? In this email, you'll get an update on that, 

news about pontoons, and advice from the police about community safety. 

 

Community Gardens  

As you may know, I launched a program last year, to deliver three community gardens in our 

local area.  All three sites have now been confirmed, with the latest being Taringa (Perrin 

Park) joining Chapel Hill and St Lucia. 

 

Securing approval, funding, and siting for each garden has taken many months, with many 

hours of work involved.  I have worked with local stakeholders and Brisbane City Council 

officers to achieve these outcomes, and thank them for their work.  While there have been 

challenges, I am pleased all three sites have been confirmed and will proceed under the 

guardianship of Brisbane City Council. 

 

Some people are against the idea of community gardens based on visual amenity.  No 

fear!  These will not be "Steptoe and Sons" junk pile affairs.  Designs, content, and activities 

will be managed by the Council to ensure the areas remain attractive to all residents. 

 

I have secured approval and funding for all three gardens and encourage keen 

participants (new and experienced) to get involved; these projects are a lovely way to bring 

the community together.  Call 3407 0005 for more information. 

  

Perrin Park  

Considering all the facilities, this has to be one of the best parks in the west.  And it's just got 

better! Aside from the community garden: 

• The Dog Off-Leash Area has been expanded with a new small dog section, to attract 

more users.  

• The cycle path is getting repairs so learner riders don't have to worry about bumps 

and cracks 

• Plans are underway for shade cover over the games/basketball area, so the facility 

can be used more often in summer 
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Toowong Bowls Club  

As you may know, this facility was handed back to Council in December 2019. Since then, 

Council has performed maintenance including painting and improvements.  The good news is: 

this great facility is being reactivated! 

  

A temporary licence has been granted to soccer clubs to use the facility for training through 

the 2020 football season.  While this is going on, Council is conducting an audit of the 

condition of the property. 

 

My vision (and from what people tell me, everyone's vision) is to see the site used for 

community purposes.  To achieve this, Council will conduct a tender process and I'll keep you 

informed on timing once it's confirmed. 

 

As part of the tender process, you will be able to view the site, look at its potential and 

understand the outcomes we're looking to achieve for the community.  Important: the site is 

zoned "sport and rec" and because of its huge importance to the community, that will remain 

its #1 use. 

 

If you'd like more information about the tender please call: 3407 0005. 

   

Pontoons  

This is a story of a good pontoon and one that needs a lot of improvement: 

• Fig Tree Pocket: I've been working with Council to come up with options for a public 

pontoon at the FTP boat ramp.  Many locals are crying out for a pontoon but we need 

to work through the location and function of the pontoon.  Stay tuned! 

• 160 Macquarie St, St Lucia: There's been some disquiet about what people are calling 

a proposed marina.  Council wrote to the developer back in early April, indicating the 

size of the proposal was not compatible with the character and amenity of the local 

area.  In other words, Council would not be permitting the proposal in its current 

form. Let's hope the proponents see sense and alter the proposal to be a simple 

fishing pontoon! 

Local improvements and upgrades 

Brisbane City Council officers have been hard at work delivering the projects that we've 

been working on for some months.  Locally, we've:  

• Seen the speed limit on Swann Rd, Taringa officially changed to 50km/h. This will 

certainly help improve safety, and feedback from residents has been positive. 

• Progressed the St Lucia Community Garden: earthworks are due to start by the end 

of the month and planter boxes are due soon after. 

https://jamesmackay.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c659328cbe62c33123ea9af&id=3e16627183&e=30dfdc3481
https://jamesmackay.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c659328cbe62c33123ea9af&id=fd9299e927&e=30dfdc3481


• Got new public toilets at St Lucia Playground (Carmody Rd) opening next 

Wednesday and Ironside school students have been invited to paint a mural on the 

wall.  Ideas welcome! 

• I'm also trying to get a Tai Chi area constructed in the area.  If you've got ideas about 

where it should go, please call 3407 0005. 

• Watched as the critical retaining wall on Moggill Road (opposite Russell Terrace) gets 

repaired 

• Organised grants to 6 schools and community organisations for beehives.  1 in 3 bites 

of food can be directly attributed to bees (mostly through pollination) so encouraging 

bee populations is very important. 

• Seen the Avenue of Shade completed at Indooroopilly State School. 

The Brisbane City Council budget is handed down in less than two weeks, so I can't wait to 

see what allocations we'll see locally.  Of course, now that we're in a declared recession, you 

would be pleased to know that Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner has committed to a balanced 

budget. 

 

Council Goings On 

Brisbane City Council has confirmed its commitment to prudent financial management.  This 

is good for residents and it's good for the city as a whole. 

 

We have one more day of committee meetings before the budget.  If you'd like to watch the 

budget presentation, it will be live-streamed. 

 

Atira (33 Glen Rd) 

Without a shadow of a doubt, I have received more correspondence on this issue than any 

other in the past year.  Overwhelmingly (probably 10 to 1), permanent residents are not in 

favour of the situation.  Some of the issues raised with me:  

• They are disgusted with the state's decision to convert student housing into rooming 

accommodation without any consultation; 

• They feel unsafe in their community.  Some of the incidents reported to my office 

include: indecent exposure, drug dealing in parks, drinking in parks, trespass (in 

yards, pools, garages and even on roofs), spitting on cars, verbal abuse and more. 

While these incidences are being reported to the ward office, police say reported crime has 

not spiked.  Police remind all residents to report incidences to Policelink on 131 444. 

 

I am hosting a teleconference with Police on Monday night at 7pm.  Call 3107 0200 and use 

the code: 0309360#. Spaces are limited to 200 so I suggest you call a few minutes early. 

 

Next time 
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I'll be able to share an update on the Brisbane City Council budget, which I hope will include 

news of the Witton Barracks riverside park, local road resurfacing, traffic calming and more. 

 

Hooroo, 

 

James 

Cr James Mackay 

Councillor for Walter Taylor 

 

PS: Have you ever wondered how the SLOW DOWN FOR SAM signs work?  Check my video! 

PPS: Sending emails is the best way to share local news.  Could you forward this email to a 

neighbour, or encourage them to sign up?  
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