
 

  

 

G'day 

Road safety improvements coming soon! In this email, you'll find out where. You'll also 

get news about ninjas in St Lucia, and what you can get from Council. 

  

Road safety improvements  

All the way back to my days as a truck driver in the Army Reserve, road safety has been 

particularly important to me.  So it's with great pleasure that I can tell you about local road 

safety improvements that have been funded in this year's Brisbane City Council budget: 

• Traffic lights at Fig Tree Pocket Rd and Kenmore Rd have received funding to 

commence the work of getting the lights installed.  This notorious blackspot has 

been the site of many crashes, including a serious incident just last week. 

• The Indooroopilly roundabout upgrade has funding locked in to continue this 

enormous project.  When completed, the upgrade will provide an east-west flow 

with no intersection, which will increase safety immeasurably. Watch the video. 

• Traffic calming will be installed in Indooroopilly's Carinya Street precinct.  This 

area is a known "rat run" and locals have been campaigning for a solution.  After 

exhaustive traffic studies, the Lord Mayor has allocated funding for the project in 

this budget. 

• While not technically road safety, I will be inviting Walter Taylor residents to 

assist in our "Fix A Footpath Blitz", which will aim to fix unsafe footpaths, to 

improve accessibility for wheelchairs, prams, and walkers. If you see a broken 

footpath call 34070005. 

Many local streets are getting resurfaced this year.  Keeping our streets in great condition 

is part of Council's Smoother Suburban Streets program, which improves road safety and 

reduces wear and tear on vehicles.  If you see a pothole please let us know by phone (3407 

0005) or by email: <waltertaylor.ward@bcc.qld.gov.au> 

 

On ya bike 

There will be a number of cycling and bikeway improvements locally this year, including a 

lot of construction on Brisbane's largest bikeway project, the Indooroopilly Riverwalk.  I 

post updates (like this one) about this project on my Facebook page so please follow the 
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page to get the latest news. 

 

I've also been working with the local bicycle user group to identify some "common sense" 

improvements to our local cycling infrastructure.  These fixes should be rolled out over 

the coming months, barring technical issues. If all goes to plan, the lockable bike storage 

near Indooroopilly Station will be constructed this year, too. 

 

COVID-19 "recovery projects" 

To stimulate employment and economic recovery post COVID, the Lord Mayor has 

allocated some special funds for projects in our neighbourhood. Locally, you will likely see 

some new "pocket parks" and projects that increase beauty in our public spaces.  All the 

improvements will revolve around the coronavirus theme of "hope". 

 

Toowong 

It's all happening in Toowong at the moment.   

• As Queensland Academy continues to grow, parking pressures on local streets 

increase.  I'm working with BCC traffic engineers and the school principal to find 

sensible solutions.  We're making some improvements on Bywong Street to 

increase safety and improve amenity for residents.  At the same time, we should 

all encourage the State Government to hurry up and build their promised "stop, 

drop n go" at the Miskin Street entrance, to get cars off the road. I'm also pushing 

Council for a trial of a "shuttle bus" to go from Taringa Station to the campus. 

• The old mural on the rail overpass next to the RE Hotel is being replaced.  A new 

art piece is being installed by the end of the month, as part of the Brisbane Canvas 

program. "Marginalia" is by a local artist named Simon Degroot. 

• The very handy overpass (across Benson Street) at Toowong is getting a bit of a 

clean-up.  It's the preferred all-ability access point but it seems to regularly be the 

target of vandals. 

• The underpass that runs from the RE Hotel to the ANZ Bank at Toowong is 

getting a huge makeover. I'm trying to encourage able-bodied pedestrians to use 

the underpass to relieve pressure at the traffic lights.  The makeover will include 

safety stairs, non-slip surfaces, better handrails, and interpretive signage.  I'm 

pushing to get the internal stairs painted to be like this, to make them more 

interesting and attractive, and less like the dungeon it currently is.  Thoughts? 

• You may have heard that the student accommodation provider Scape has 

withdrawn its application to change its building to allow housing for more than 

just students.  Its other building, Atira at 33 Glen Rd, continues to cause concern 

for many locals.  If you need anything please call (3407 0005) or by email: 

<waltertaylor.ward@bcc.qld.gov.au> 
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Ninjas in St Lucia 

Maybe not actual ninjas, but people will likely start using the new ninja warrior course in 

Guyatt Park from Friday 10 July.   After extensive community consultation, the message 

came through loud and clear: people want activities for older age groups.  This ninja park 

warrior course (suitable for ages 12+) is the first of its kind in Queensland and only the 3rd 

in Australia.  It's made in Australia and the rubber sections are made from recycled tyres. 

 

As you may have heard, the Brisbane City Council budget took a $140m+ hit this year so 

it's a great privilege to bring you news of all these improvements and upgrades in our local 

area. 

 

Things from Brisbane City Council 

We're now in the new financial year, and that means some new programs have started and 

certain others have re-opened, including:  

• You can now get a larger recycling bin; 

• Apply for a rebate on a worm farm or composting system (and free composting 

caddies are available); 

• The 6-month rates freeze comes into effect, meaning no increase in your 

residential rates.; 

• Pensioners, first home buyers and JobSeeker recipients are all eligible for certain 

rates rebates and remissions; 

• Don't forget your free native plants! 2 available for each home; 

• Tip vouchers for all residents will be available this year.  Owner-occupiers will 

receive the vouchers with rates notices and renters will receive a separate letter; 

Contact the office for more info: 3407 0005 or reply to this email for details on any of 

these programs. 

 

Advertisement of the month 

I had great feedback after sharing the NZ Police COVID TV commercial, so this month I'm 

sharing an ad from California.  Despite Brisbane looking pretty green at the moment, 

we've actually got some water woes; Wivenhoe Dam is at only 48% capacity.  As a "water-

wise" reminder you might like to see how other governments handle drought messaging. 

 

Council Goings On 

Brisbane City Council has been busy debating and passing this year's budget.  Now that's 

complete I'll be spending time reaching out to residents.  I'll be calling and calling in on as 

many people as possible.  If you'd like to bend my ear about something please call the 

office: 3407 0005. 
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Interesting Statistic Of The Day 

There are about 6,000 bus stops in Brisbane that BCC maintains, cleans and upgrades on a 

regular basis.   

 

Events 

Here's what's happening in your neck of the woods this month:  

• 7 JUL:  Heritage furniture being replaced in Thomas Park 

• 8 JUL:  New footpath construction at Perrin Park dog off-leash area 

• 10 JUL:  Ninja Warrior Course grand opening in Guyatt Park 

• 13 JUL:  Burbong St (Cnr Kimba) bus stop upgrade complete 

• 24 JUL:  Toowong mural installation complete 

Next time 

I'm currently working with Council to get public spaces made more beautiful.  Look out for 

next month's Mackay Monthly find out where! I hope to bring more news of community 

gardens and more local upgrades. 

 

Hooroo, 

 

James 

Cr James Mackay 

Councillor for Walter Taylor 

 

PS: Do you watch my 5 Minute Friday videos each week? Check out the Facebook page 

and "like" the page to start seeing it. 

PPS: Our email list has exploded again... people seem to be very keen to get local 

news.  Could you forward this email to a neighbour, or encourage them to sign up?  
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